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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Another Legion year is just about complete and we are getting ready to head into the next Legion
year. 1'd like to thank those who served on the Executive Committee over the course of the last year. I'd
also like to thank the outgoing SAL and Auxiliary officers for their efforts.  Your support is crucial to
the well-being of our Post. Last, but certainly not least, I'd like to thank the general membership for its
support. | greatly appreciate all who attend the regular membership meetings, frequent Post events, or
routinely stop by the Canteen. Having thanked everyone for their support or efforts last year, let me ask
for the same in the upcoming Legion year.

Locking back over the course of the year, we accomplished many things but many challenges
remain. As with many non-profit service based organizations, membership and finances are at the core of
the challenges. The same can be said for Post 259. We are relying heavily on fundraising events to
support a Post Baseball Team and the Post Scholarship program. While I'm on that thought, thanks to all
who have already made contributions toward both programs. As concerns membership, | greatly
appreciate all who send their dues in each year. The strength of the American Legion is its membership
and the same can be said for Post 259. We also have a core of dedicated volunteers working to increase
or at least retain our membership numbers by writing letters, etc.

Our Memorial Day program was well attended and we had interesting speakers. No matter when
we served, why we served, where we served, or in which branch of the Armed Forces we served, we
share a common bond as American Legion members. If I can mention one small goal for next vear it is
that we fill the hall on Memorial Day as we honor those who gave all in defense of this great country.

I was (and am always pleased) to see how well the SAL Mother's Day Brunch was attended.
Several attendees | spoke with commented on how good the food was and how long they'd been coming
to the brunch. Thanks to all who volunteered as well as those who attended. | appreciate the comments
on how we can better advertise the event and apologize for the oversight that it did not appear on the May
calendar.

In closing, I'm honored to serve again as your Post Commander for the upcoming year. Over the
course of the last year, | learned a great deal that can be applied to the upcoming year. I have several
ideas to increase my availability which will be discussed in upcoming newsletters. To the incoming
Executive Committee, SAL officers, and Auxiliary officers, thank you for stepping up and accepting
leadership positions.

As always, thanks for your continuing support, thoughts, and ideas.

In Legion Service
Brian Kern, Commander




AUXILIARY

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: The end of this
administrative year is approaching soon and it is
time to nominate new officers. If you are
interested in holding an office for the
Administrative year 2009-2010, please call Liz
White. Liz's telephone number is 301-868-1612.

We will be having a few rentals in July, if you
will be able to help, please contact me. Looking
forward to working with you, call me at 301-868-
7960. We still need Bingo kitchen workers for each
of the Fridays, so please volunteer and help your
Auxiliary. Thanking you in advance for your help.

If you have not paid your 2009 dues, it is not
too late. We still need your membership and love
for you to continue being a member of Unit #259.

Please continue to support your Auxiliary, Post
and SAL activities, you the members are
the backbone of our organizations and we are here
to serve you.

Our next meeting will be Monday, June 8,
2009, at 7:30 PM, hope to see you.

God Bless each and every one of you and God
Bless America and all our service men and women

everywhere.

Toni Carr, President

SAL Monthly Meetings
First Monday of Each Month
7:00 PM

Squadron 259 and the Clinton Moose Lodge
members worked together on the Annual Christmas
in April to perform repairs to a house in the Upper
Marlboro area. Repairs were made both inside and
outside the house. Thanks to Gary Castleman for
his coordination of the event and the valuable work
he performed. Other volunteers and members
included Gary Shupe, Bill Scoble, and Charles
Lewis. I even worked up a sweat.

I would like to thank the following volunteers
and members for assisting to put on another great
Mother's Day Breakfast.  Everyone’s hard work
made the event a success.

Anne Richards Gary Castleman
Cookie King

Gary Shupe Bob Ward
Wayne Berbig Bill Scoble
Dave Hutchinson Mary Phares
Larry Hall

The installation of Squadron officers will be held in
conjunction with the installation of Post 259 officers
on June 27", 2009. As of this writing the
Squadron has vacant positions. If you would like to
volunteer for one of the positions contact any of
the Squadron officers or leave a note with the
bartender and we will get the message.

Yours in Service,
Wayne Berbig
SAL Commander

CHARLOTTE HALL

The Post held their monthly BINGO program
onl3 May. As usual, helping me out this month
were, Bob Levendusky, Al Elmond, and Mike
Gilbert. There were 72 veterans in attendance and
really enjoyed themselves. I would like to thank
the Auxiliary for supplying the snacks for the
evening. Our next BINGO will be 10 June. As I
said before , we could always use a few more
hands, helping out. Hope to see you therell
Remember to say, "THANKS TO A VET."

Mike Strotkamp
301 645 2397

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC,

GUEST SPEAKER AT JUNE REGULAR
MEMBERSHIP MEETING: First Sergeant Buddy
Scott of the Maryland Defense Force (MDF) will be
on hand at the June Regular Membership meeting
to talk about the Maryland Defense Force and
opportunities for veterans. The MDF is the state
defense force for the state of Maryland and its
mission is to provide medical, legal, and logistic
support for the Maryland Army and Air National
Guard. Additionally, the MDF provides support to
search and rescue operations; as well as, disaster
relief, Learn more about the MDF by attending the
meeting.















